
July 24, 2026

The Honorable Mike Johnson
Speaker
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Tom Emmer
Majority Whip
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Steve Scalise
Majority Leader
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Speaker Johnson, Majority Leader Scalise, and Majority Whip Emmer:

We write in support of all Dreamers who live and contribute to our districts and to our great nation.
Healthcare workers, teachers, police officers, students, and many more from our communities are
seeking assistance with their Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) renewal
applications. Administrative inefficiencies at the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
(USCIS) have led to unprecedented backlogs and delays in processing DACA renewal
applications. We urge you to work with us and not obstruct legislation that protects DACA
recipients from work authorization lapses and the threat of deportation by directly addressing the
severe administrative backlogs at USCIS and through a permanent, codified legal status for
Dreamers.

DACA recipients actively follow the rules and contribute to our communities and our economy
and should not be penalized by government inefficiency. Until this year, most renewals were
granted well before the status expired. We now have DACA recipients waiting as long as nine
months for their renewal applications to be approved, even after filing 120-150 days before
expiration as recommended by USCIS, undergoing background checks, and paying filing fees.

These prolonged wait times have caused work authorizations to expire and put DACA recipients,
their employers, families, and communities at risk. Nearly 1.7 million Dreamers are trained and
employed in critical industries such as construction, manufacturing, and healthcare.  Their wages
contribute an estimated $76 billion to our economy each year with an additional $24 billion each
year to local, state, and federal taxes.  Denying DACA recipients and Dreamers the opportunity to
contribute only harms America and our economy.
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Congress must act, through immediate measures to resolve the renewal backlog at USCIS and
through a pathway to citizenship and comprehensive immigration reform. President Trump
himself has previously expressed openness to legislation supporting Dreamers, as have several
members of your Republican Conference.  This sentiment is shared by an overwhelming
majority of
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 https://www.fwd.us/news/dreamers-by-the-numbers/
 [See 1]
 https://www.wsj.com/articles/senators-resume-immigration-negotiations-1516834456
 https://www.politico.com/news/2026/06/20/daca-delays-dreamers-uscis-00968561



Grace Meng
Member of Congress

Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress

J. Luis Correa
Member of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Gilbert Ray Cisneros, Jr.
Member of Congress

Adriano Espaillat
Member of Congress

Yvette D. Clarke
Member of Congress

Jamie Raskin
Member of Congress

Joaquin Castro
Member of Congress

Jonathan L. Jackson
Member of Congress

Americans at over 80%.  Unfortunately, our attempts at legislative action are denied and blocked.
This is why we write to urge you to allow legislation to come to the floor that supports DACA
recipients and Dreamers and ask that you eliminate any legislative obstructions.
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No eligible DACA recipient should lose their status, job, or ability to contribute to the country
they call home. We hope you work with us to support Dreamers. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

5 https://news.gallup.com/poll/692522/surge-concern-immigration-abated.aspx
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Norma J. Torres
Member of Congress

Juan Vargas
Member of Congress

Brad Sherman
Member of Congress

Andrea Salinas
Member of Congress

Troy A. Carter, Sr.
Member of Congress

Eric Sorensen
Member of Congress

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress

Seth Moulton
Member of Congress

Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress

Sara Jacobs
Member of Congress

Janelle S. Bynum
Member of Congress

Zoe Lofgren
Member of Congress

Derek T. Tran
Member of Congress

Sharice L. Davids
Member of Congress
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Dave Min
Member of Congress

Jared Huffman
Member of Congress

MARK TAKANO
Member of Congress

Steven Horsford
Member of Congress

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Kim Schrier, M.D.
Member of Congress

Glenn F. Ivey
Member of Congress

Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

Marc A. Veasey
Member of Congress

Gabe Amo
Member of Congress

Lori Trahan
Member of Congress

Gabe Vasquez
Member of Congress

Johnny Olszewski, Jr.
Member of Congress

Teresa Leger Fernández
Member of Congress
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Mike Quigley
Member of Congress

André Carson
Member of Congress

Richard E. Neal
Member of Congress

Raul Ruiz, M.D.
Member of Congress

Judy Chu
Member of Congress

April McClain Delaney
Member of Congress

Sydney Kamlager-Dove
Member of Congress

Kelly Morrison
Member of Congress

Dan Goldman
Member of Congress

Sam T. Liccardo
Member of Congress

Linda T. Sánchez
Member of Congress

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress
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Val Hoyle
Member of Congress

Jill Tokuda
Member of Congress

Robert J. Menendez
Member of Congress

Darren Soto
Member of Congress

Mike Levin
Member of Congress

Jesús G. "Chuy" García
Member of Congress

Ritchie Torres
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Lizzie Fletcher
Member of Congress

Robert Garcia
Member of Congress

Vicente Gonzalez
Member of Congress

Nellie Pou
Member of Congress
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