Conaress of the United States
PWashington, BEL 20515

April 14, 2020

The Honorable Betsy DeVos,
Secretary

Department of Education
400 Maryland Ave SW,
Washington, D.C. 20202

Dear Secretary DeVos,

Our nation is currently grappling with an unprecedented switch to home-based learning as school
districts close campuses due to the COVID-19 pandemic. While many students risk falling
behind, the problem is even more dire for students with disabilities. We were pleased to see that
the Department of Education considered the needs of students with disabilities in its March 12,
2020 guidance to schools.

However, we are concerned that the memorandum as released does not provide clear guidance to
schools, or local education agencies (LEA), and does not consider the extraordinary
circumstances our schools face. The Department’s March guidance stated that “if an LEA closes
its schools to slow or stop the spread of COVID-19, and does not provide any educational
services to the general student population, then an LEA would not be required to provide
services to students with disabilities during that same period of time.” As a result of the
confusion, some school districts initially did not provide online learning to any students.

We believe that all decisions must be made with students’ best interests in mind. An all-or-
nothing approach is ineffective and harmful to our students. The Department needs to issue
additional guidance to share resources and provide recommendations on best practices for
teachers who teach students with disabilities. This guidance should consider the collaborative
process between parents, and educators who understand their students’ needs and abilities.

We call upon the Department to provide robust resources to school districts.
The ongoing crisis has placed a severe burden on families and schools as they work to minimize

the disruption to students’ learning. As districts continue to extend school closures, we ask for
your support and cooperation so that all students can succeed during this unprecedented event.



Sincerely,

o Zowesils

Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Judy Chu
Member of Congress

Diana DeGette
Member of Congress

Raul M. Grijalva
Member of Congress

Jahana Hayes
Member of Congress

Henry C. “Hank” Johnson, Jr.

Member of Congress

Ron Kind
Member of Congress

Carolyn B. Maloney
Member of Congress

Joseph D. Morelle
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

Kathy Castor
Member of Congress

Gilbert R. Cisneros, Jr.
Member of Congress

Jesus G. "Chuy" Garcia
Member of Congress

Alcee L. Hastings
Member of Congress

Jared Huffman
Member of Congress

Daniel T. Kildee
Member of Congress

Barbara Lee
Member of Congress

Sean Patrick Maloney
Member of Congress

Joe Neguse
Member of Congress

Ed Perlmutter
Member of Congress

Katie Porter
Member of Congress



Linda T. Sanchez
Member of Congress

Lori Trahan
Member of Congress

John Yarmuth
Member of Congress

Mike Thompson
Member of Congress

Nydia M. Velazquez
Member of Congress

Jason Crow
Member of Congress



